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FOLLAT Response to NatureScot Consultation on ‘the Future of National 
Parks in Scotland’ 

 

Section 1 – The Role of Scotland’s National Parks  

  

1. Do you support "leadership of nature recovery and a just transition to 

net zero” becoming the overarching purpose of Scotland’s National Parks? 

If not, what else would you propose?

2. Which of the proposed elements of leadership and action set out in the 
list above do you support? What others - if any - would you propose?  

3. What opportunities are there for National Parks to generate private 

investment in natural capital?  
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4. What role should local communities play in the National Park and how 
should National Park authorities work with and for them to secure a just 

transition?  

5. Do you support a “vision and mission” for all of Scotland’s National 

Parks being clearly set out in a national statement? If not why not?  
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6. If you favour a national statement for Scotland’s National Parks being 

developed, what else should it cover?  

7. To what extent should new National Parks be about the future potential 

of an area for nature restoration as well as what’s currently in place?  
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8. Are any specific changes to the existing four Aims required? If so why, 
and what are they?  

 

9. Which of these possible options, or mix of possible options, do you 
think would help strengthen the focus and contribution of National Parks, 

and why?  
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10. Are there other options that could be considered? If so, what are 
they?  

11. Do you think there should be any changes to the wording in the Act to 
require public bodies to support delivery of National Park Plans? If so, 

what would you propose?  
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12. Do you have any other suggestions for improving partnership working 
to support the implementation of the National Park Plan by all?  

13. Could any of the existing powers and functions be used more 
effectively? If so, which ones and how?  
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14. Are any of the existing powers or functions redundant or unnecessary? 
If so, which ones and why?  

 
15. What, if any, changes to the powers and functions in these areas 

should be considered and why?

16. Are there any other areas where strengthened or new powers and 

functions will be needed by the National Park Authority? If so, what are 
they?  

17. Should the powers and functions of National Park Authorities be 

decided on a Park by Park basis? Should any apply to all National Park 
Authorities? If so, which ones and why?  
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18. Are there any changes you would want to see to the governance and 
management arrangements of all National Park Authorities?  

Section 2 – Criteria for selecting National Parks  
  

 

19. Are these the key elements of an effective nomination process for 
National Parks in Scotland?  
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20. Do you have suggestions for improving any of the specific elements of 

the process?  

21. Are there additional elements you want to see included, and if so, 

what are these?  
 

22. Do you agree that outstanding national importance should be a 
criterion? Could the clarity of it be improved and, if so, how?  

 

23. Do you agree with the proposed components? Are any components 
missing and, if so, what are they?  
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24. Do you agree with size and coherence as a criterion? Could the clarity 
of it be improved and, if so, how?  

 

25. Do you agree with the proposed components? Are any components 
missing and, if so, what are they?  

 

26. Do you support the consideration of the potential contribution of the 
National Park in delivering nature recovery and a just transition to net 

zero as criterion? Could the clarity of it be improved and, if so, how?  
 

27. Do you agree with the proposed components? Are any components 

missing and, if so, what are they?  
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28. Do you support the assessment of the merits of a National Park 

compared to existing or other approaches as a criterion? Could the clarity 
of it be improved and, if so, how?  

 

29. Do you agree with the proposed components? Are any components 
missing and, if so, what are they?  

 

Degree of Support 

Possible components 
• Support by local community or group 

• Support by local authority/fit with local authority policy 
• Indication of national support/fit with national policy 

30. Do you support the consideration of existing support as a criterion? 

Could the clarity of it be improved?

31. Do you agree with the proposed components? Are any components 

missing and, if so, what are they?  
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32. Do you support the assessment of the strategic contribution of an area 
as a criterion? Could the clarity of it be improved?  

 

33. Do you agree with the proposed components? Are any components 
missing and, if so, what are they?  

 

Selection Criteria – Other Issues  
 

34. Are there any significant issues that are not covered by the proposed 
criteria? If so, what are they?  

 

35. Do you think any of the criteria are more important than others? If so, 

which ones and why?   
 

36. Do you think the selection criteria and proposed components provide 
the right balance between covering the issues required and simplicity? If 

not, how could they be improved?  

37. Should more of the proposed components be quantifiable? If so, which 

ones, and how?  
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Section 3 – Other Issues  
 

38. Are there any other issues about either Scotland’s approach to 

National Parks or the selection of new National Parks you would like to 
raise in your response at this stage?  

 
 


